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• Grew up in Swannanoa, NC
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Senior Investigative Reporter – NBC Bay Area
Ethics Fellow | The Poynter Institute for Media Studies

During 35 years in TV News covered: 
• 37 named tropical storms/hurricanes 
• 42 space shuttle launches 
• More than one dozen tornadoes & wildfires
• 2000 Election - Florida hanging chads 
• Elian Gonzalez standoff in Miami
• US Presidents, Pope, Ford fires, airplane crashes, inmate tax scams, fracking, child farm workers, day care safety, CA water crisis, 

toxic water, Silicon Valley tech companies, environmental issues, toxic dumping



What IS Ethics?
Based on Greek word ethos - meaning character
• “Ethics deals with the philosophical 

foundations of decision-making, of choosing 
among the good and bad options one faces.” 

• Morality – the application of ethics or the way 
or manner in which people behave

• Law – what we can do or cannot do
• Ethics tells us what we owe or ought to do for 

society Jay Black & Jennings Bryant, 1992











But according to Philip Meyer 
in 1987 book Ethical Journalism
“…journalists are still confused.”



In their book Doing Ethics in Journalism
Poynter’s Bob Steele, USF’s Jay Black and BYU’s Ralph 
Barney say part of the reason for that confusion
are these “Codes of Ethics”

• At best codes help define problems and
issues & alert journalists to responsibility to report as 
thoroughly, accurately and  fairly as possible

• At WORST – “…codes have short-circuited
individual journalists’ ability to act as independent 
decision makers.”



EXERCISE
• List 3 values to you that in your opinion are “must” values that guide your life 

and your decision making

• How are they important to you and toward conducting your life

• List them in the order that you value them

For example:

 Hard work

 Loyalty

 Integrity

 Honesty



• Ethics also involves questioning yourself and 
your choices. 

• How do they reflect on the craft of journalism? 
• Is it true? Not accurate but true? 
• Does it reflect truth? 
• Is it fair? 
• Is it balanced? 
• Is it in context? 
• Does it minimize harm?















One of the key concerns here is that killers of black people are often treated differently — meaning, more 
leniently — than killers of white people.

The statistics bear out the concern. Wesley Lowery, Kimbriell Kelly, and Steven Rich recently reported for the 
Washington Post, based on an analysis of killings over the past decade in 52 of the US’s largest cities: “Black 
victims, who accounted for the majority of homicides, were the least likely of any racial group to have their 
killings result in an arrest, The Post found. While police arrested someone in 63 percent of the killings of white 
victims, they did so in just 47 percent of those with black victims.”

As journalist Jill Leovy explained in her award-winning book Ghettoside, the racial disparity reflects a lack of 
resources going to solving murders, particularly in minority communities. Community distrust can also play a 
role, since it makes it harder for police to get cooperating witnesses needed to solve murders; in this way, 
community distrust and poor murder solve rates feed into each other — people are less likely to cooperate with 
police when they feel unprotected by the law, and police are less able to protect people without cooperation. All 
of this together leads to fewer arrests when black people are the victims.
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